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Vessels  
Vessel 

movements 

Description of 

work 
Total trips 

Vessels associated with mussel 

farms: Sanford x 2 

6 days each week; multiple movements 

around and across BGB. Sanford vessel 

Mystic can either anchor in BGB or 

travel out to Golden Bay overnight. The 

vessel Erin remains within BGB, unless 

going to Bluff for survey. 

Seeding, grading, harvesting, 

mussel line maintenance, discrete 

operations not connected to the 

salmon farm 

Two vessels x 5d/week for 12 

months of year into and 

around BGB between mussel 

farms 

Vessels associated with Sanford 

salmon farm: 

• San Hauraki 

• San Braz 

• 3 farm boats 

• 1 dive boat 

• Occasionally two charter 

vessels working on farm 

• As needed: Foveaux Freighter 

San Hauraki: 5 x per week into BGB and 

then between salmon farms spending up 

to 5 hours in BGB on each trip. Has 

approx. 40 trips to move smolt onto the 

farm, sometimes making two trips a day. 

San Braz: usually 5 days a week into BGB 

and then multiple trips between farms – 

normally used Sun – Thu, with Friday 

and Saturday covered by water taxi. 

Over spring, San Braz is in BGB to help 

with grading (Aug to Dec). 

San Hauraki delivers feed and other 

supplies to all salmon farms, and 

leaves with salmon and mussel 

harvested product. 

San Braz delivers shift staff to work, 

and is also used for moving staff 

and barges between farms, ie scrub 

barge, harvest barge, oxygen 

barge, fish transporter cage, 

grading barge 

Two vessels making multiple 

trips 5 days a week including in 

an out of BGB 

Three vessels making multiple 

trips (6-10) around BGB 7 days 

a week, year round – these 

reside in BGB: 

One dive boat: Sun to Thu, 

multiple movements between 

3 farms and mussel sites. 

Other mussel farm business 

vessels 

At least 5 vessels travelling back and 

forth daily from Oban 

Seeding, grading, harvesting, plus 

one barge that is permanently 

moored in BGB 

Five vessels x 5 days, year 

round working farms 
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Vessels  
Vessel 

movements 

Description of 

work 
Total trips 

Water taxi  Daily – up to 8 return trips (16 times into 

BGB) a week coming alongside Kiwa 

barge (grower farm) 

Used on weekend instead of San 

Braz to transport staff to farm; 

otherwise used to bring out 

contractors and visitors etc 

Every week year round 

Charter vessels; i.e. tourists Real Journeys – in season sometimes 3-4 

times a week in BGB, going around farm 

sites and up against the Kiwa (salmon 

grower farm). 

Aurora, Wildfire and occasional Bluff 

charters – come into BGB to view 

wildlife and show people the farms – 

about 10 times a year 

Tourists are mainly in summer 

months (October to May) 

One vessel 3 times a week 

especially in summer months,  

plus 10 charter trips mainly in 

summer 

University of Otago  Twice a year – Polaris II One in summer and one in winter Two trips with students 

Private boats, hunters and 

fishers 

Occasionally – maybe 15 a year Travelling to head of BGB, or into 

BGB to sightsee or fish 

Fifteen per year 

Cruise ships  Seven last summer into Patterson Inlet Occasionally come into BGB on 

small charters or use their own life 

boats 

Unknown 
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